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With its delightful folktales, songs, and blessings, this illustrated introduction to Rosh Hashanah

captures the essence of the holiday of renewal.



All AboutROSH HASHANAH byJudyth GronerMadeline Wikler illustrated byBonnie Gordon-

Lucas

Children are aware of the centrality of the High Holidays in the Jewish year. They stay home

from school, share festive meals, and attend children’s services. But the concepts of renewal,

repentance, and forgiveness are difficult, even for adults. When we wrote My Very Own Rosh

Hashanah and Yom Kippur in 1978, we chose the medium of the folktale to help children relate

to these themes. We have updated the books with gender-neutral language and lovely full-color

illuminations hoping to make these important holidays accessible to a new generation of

children.—JG/MW Everyone loves birthdays!Rosh Hashanah is a special birthday. It is the

birthday of the world.The Jewish year has many beginnings: • Nisan, when Passover is

celebrated, is the first month of the Jewish calendar.• Animals celebrate birthdays in summer,

on the first of Elul.• Trees celebrate on the holiday of Tu B’Shevat, in early spring.• The month

of Tishri begins the new year for people. This new year is called Rosh Hashanah. The Torah

tells us: On the first day of the seventh month (Tishri) you shall not do any work. You shall

celebrate and sound the shofar. Rosh Hashanah is celebrated in the fall, usually in September,

but sometimes as late as October. It begins a ten-day period called the High Holy Days ending

with Yom Kippur. Some observe Rosh Hashanah for two days, others for one day.

Rosh Hashanah means the “head” or beginning of the year. We say good-bye to the old year

and welcome a new year —A gift of time.A new opportunity to learn and to grow. Rosh

Hashanah is also Yom Teruah — the Day of Blowing the Shofar. We sound the shofar in

synagogue to announce the new year.Another name is Yom Hazikaron, the Day of

Remembering. On Rosh Hashanah, God thinks about the creation of the world. Finally, Rosh

Hashanah is Yom Hadin, the Day of Judgment. God remembers the deeds of all people and

judges the world for the coming year.Rosh Hashanah is a happy time. We welcome the new

year in family celebration. Rosh Hashanah is also a serious time. We think about ourselves,

what we have done the past year, and how we can do better in the year ahead. Once during

Elul, the great Rabbi Levi Yitzchak of Berditchev was standing at his window. A shoemaker

passed and asked him, “Have you anything to mend?”Immediately Rabbi Levi Yitzchak began

to cry. “Woe is me,” he wailed. “Rosh Hashanah, the Day of Judgment, is almost here, and I still

have not mended myself.” A man had lost his way in the forest and wandered for several days.

Finally, he saw someone approaching and called out. “Brother! I have been wandering in the

forest for several days. Please tell me which is the right way out.” The other responded, “I do

not know the way out either, for I have wandered for many days. But I can tell you this. Do not

take the way I have gone, for that will lead you astray. Now let us look for the right way

together.” 

We prepare for Rosh Hashanah at home and in the synagogue.Beginning on the first of the

month of Elul, the shofar is blown every day at the end of the morning service in

synagogue. On the Saturday night before Rosh Hashanah, the community gathers in the

synagogue at midnight for Selichot, prayers of forgiveness. Many of these are sung to the

same tunes used on Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur. Selichot gets us in the mood for the

holidays. The rabbis said that beginning in Elul, whenever we write a letter, we should add our

wishes for a good new year. Today, many people make or buy greeting cards to send to family

and friends. These cards—in all shapes, sizes, and designs—are called shanah tovahs.



Shanah tovah means “good year.” In the villages of Eastern Europe where many of our

grandparents and great-grandparents once lived, the month before Rosh Hashanah was a

busy time. Cantors and choirs practiced their chants for the special synagogue services.

Peddlers went from village to village selling prayer books and prayer shawls. People collected

tzedakah, contributions for those in need, so everyone would be able to celebrate the holiday. It

was the custom for the shamash, the synagogue caretaker, to awaken villagers for early

morning prayers. He knocked on their doors with a special hammer carved in the shape of a

shofar. Children loved to help. Some would tie strings to their feet and hang the ends out their

windows. The shamash would pull the strings to wake the youngsters so they could follow him

on his rounds.

Every Friday during the month of Elul the Rabbi of Nemirov would vanish. He was nowhere to

be seen. Where could the rabbi be?In heaven, no doubt, the people thought. He’s in heaven

asking God to bring peace in the New Year. Where could the rabbi be? A villager decided to

find out.One night he sneaked into the rabbi’s home, slid under the rabbi’s bed, and waited.

Just before dawn, the rabbi awakened, got out of bed, and began to dress. He put on work

pants, high boots, a big hat, a coat, and a wide belt. He put a rope in his pocket, tucked an ax

in his belt, and left the house. The villager followed. The rabbi crept in the shadows to woods at

the edge of town. He took the ax, chopped down a small tree, and split it into logs. Then he

bundled the wood, tied it with the rope, put it on his back, and began walking.He stopped

beside a small, broken-down shack and knocked at the window.“Who is there?” asked a

frightened voice inside. “It is I, Vassil the peasant,” answered the rabbi. “I have wood to sell.” He

entered the house and found an old woman shivering in the cold.“I am a poor widow. Where

will I get the money?” she asked. “I’ll lend it to you,” replied the rabbi.“How will I pay you back?”

asked the woman.“I will trust you,” said the rabbi. The rabbi put the wood into the oven, kindled

the fire, and left without a word.Now whenever anyone reports that the rabbi has gone to

heaven, the villager adds softly, “Heaven? If not higher.”
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Erin, “Great Rosh Hashanah boo. Great for a home service a has little strays to read to kids”

Ebook Tops Reader, “Informative read. I wanted to learn more about the Jewish culture after

being a part of a Rosh Hashanah service. I wanted something written in simple terminology

and something I was familiar with after attending a ceremony.”

Alyssa A. Lappen, “Clarion call. "Everyone loves birthdays," begins this lovely book explaining

Rosh Hashanah to children. "Rosh" means "head. "Hashanah" means "Year." The book

celebrates this birthday by explaining God's "gift of time" in the context of many other Jewish

celebrations of annual "birthdays."Rosh Hashanah "is the birthday of the world" while Nisan

(the Hebrew month of Passover) is the annual birthday of the Jewish calendar, the first of Elul

is the annual birthday for animals, Tu B'Shevat celebrates the annual birthday for trees and

Tishri--the month of Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur--celebrates the New Year.Like the

companion volumes on other holidays, this one contains many Midrashim--stories with

lessons--and poems. We hear from the Rabbi Levi Yitzchak of Berditchev, who cries "Woe is

me! Rosh Hashanah, the Day of Judgement is almost here, and I have not mended

myself!"And from a man, lost in the forest. When asked the way out by another lost soul, he

replies, "Do not take the way I have gone, for that will lead you stray. Now let us look for the

right way together."It also includes one of my favorite stories--that of a generous rabbi who

before dawn awoke, disguised himself as Vasil the peasant, crept in the shadows to the edge

of town, cut a tree, chopped it into wood and brought it to a run-down shack at the edge of the

forest. "How will I pay you?" asked the widowed occupant. "I will trust you," replied the rabbi,

before kindling the fire and leaving without a word.Children learn, also, about important New

Year rituals, such as prayers for forgiveness (Selichot) at midnight on the Saturday before Rosh

Hashanah, the giving of Tzedakah (charity), blessing and eating round Challah and apples

dipped in honey (for a sweet and full year), tossing crumbs into moving water (Tashlich, to

throw away our bad deeds), and the blowing of the Shofar, the ram's horn, to announce the

beginning of the year, remind us that God is ruler and judge and warn us to improve ourselves.

Alyssa A. Lappen”

The book by Ellenore Angelidis has a rating of  5 out of 4.9. 8 people have provided feedback.
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